



THE WEST VIRGINIA BAR FOUNDATION




      BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

             BOWLES, RICE, MCDAVID, GRAFF AND LOVE LAW OFFICE-CHARLESTON




                 MARCH 10, 2011


       MINUTES


The meeting of the West Virginia Bar Foundation’s Board of Directors was called to order by President Tracey Rohrbaugh, who was participating by video conferencing, on March 10, 2011, at the law offices of Bowles, Rice, McDavid, Graff and Love in Charleston.


Members of the Board of Directors in attendance were Secretary/Treasurer Steve Nord and Harry Hatfield. Participating by telephone conference call were Vice President Joe Long, Barbara Allen, Michael Aloi, Judge John Bailey, Janet Preston, Tracey Weber and Steve White. Bar Foundation Executive Director Tom Tinder was also in attendance.


The first item on the Agenda was a review of the Minutes of the previous Board of Directors meeting which had been held on December 9, 2010. A motion was duly made, seconded and passed that the Minutes of the meeting be approved as presented.

Secretary/Treasurer Nord gave the financial report for the first eight months of the fiscal year—July 1, 2010-February 28, 2011. There were comments concerning some revenue and expense line items. He stated that the organization was in good financial condition. Then, a motion was duly made, seconded and passed to approve the financial report.

President Rohrbaugh informed the Board of the recent communications that she had initiated with State Bar President Chafin regarding the signed Real Estate Purchase Option for the 2006 and 2008 buildings with the WV State Bar. She reported that the State Bar is on course to purchase the buildings during the current six month option period.
Grants Committee Chairperson Nord stated that the Committee had met and reviewed seven grant applications that had been received. He went over each of the applications and the Committee’s recommendations. After comments were made, a motion was duly made, seconded and passed that the following recommended actions be taken on the grant applications:

1. Just for Kids, Inc.

The purpose of the grant is to educate adults regarding their legal responsibility to report suspicion of child sexual abuse and to change and improve the child protective behaviors of adults who are responsible for children. The program is in Raleigh and Fayette counties.

Recommended Amount-$2,000-The grant would be used to pay for materials for this program, as stated in the grant application.

2. The Community Mediation Program-

The purpose of the grant is to offer mediation services to members of the community in the Wheeling area who are in need of affordable
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avenues to resolve educational, financial, social and familial problems, which may help to prevent crime and criminal activities and issues. The requested funds would be used for salary, benefits, supplies and travel.

Recommended Amount-0-The mediation program is still in the planning stages with attempts being made to secure revenue of almost $200,000 for salaries and benefits.

3. WV Association of Counties-

The purpose of the grant is to produce a one hour public television documentary regarding WV's historic courthouses. The Bar Foundation provided an initial grant for this project in the amount of $3,500 in June, 2009.

Recommended Amount-$1,500-The documentary is ready for public release. The additional grant would be used for marketing and supporting educational materials.

4. Liberty Day-

The purpose of the grant is to provide seed money to give free copies of the U.S. Constitution and teaching materials to 5th grade students and teachers in WV to be distributed by local attorneys.

Recommended Amount-$2,000-The grant would be used to support the necessary materials.

5. Monongalia County Child Advocacy Center-

The purpose of the grant is to provide Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavioral Therapy to children who have been victimized by abuse and neglect in the Monongalia County area.

Recommended Amount-$1,000-The grant would be used for training materials.

6. Kanawha County CASA-

The purpose of the grant is to provide Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) to assist the Kanawha County Judges in child abuse and neglect cases. CASA programs in other counties receive funds from the IOLTA program in accordance with the Supreme Court's Order.

Recommended Amount-0-The program is not in existence yet, did not provide a budget proposal and is eligible to receive IOLTA funding.

7. The Law Works-

The purpose of the grant is to produce "The Law Works" legal affairs program on WV Public Television.  The 30 minute program deals with legal issues using lawyers and judges as the guests. The program received a $10,000 grant last year from the Bar Foundation, which is the same amount that ALPS has given as an annual contribution for numerous years.

Recommended Amount-$5,000-No specific figures can be provided on the viewing of this program and other groups have reduced or eliminated support for this program.
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             Approved Grant funding in 2010-11 Bar Foundation Budget-$25,000

             Recommended Amounts for seven grant applications-$11,500

             Remaining funds for future distribution-$13,500



The Board requested that the Grants Committee review The Law Works program application again and report at the next Board meeting as to whether or not more funding should be provided.

             Finally, Secretary/Treasurer Nord stated that the Bar Foundation is still waiting for the necessary agreement from the WVU College of Law for the Bar Foundation Public Service Scholarship. The amount of the scholarship is approximately $13,000 and the Board has approved the payment out of the Bar Foundation's reserves.

The next item on the agenda was the report from the Bar Foundation Fellows  

Nominating  Committee. The following eighteen persons had accepted the invitation to become the 2011 Fellows class at the Dinner on April 28 at the Marriott Hotel in Charleston:


                                                                        

1. Michael Beninger-Morgantown                                                      

2. Jodie Boylen-Parkersburg                                                      

3. Harry Buch-Wheeling

4. Lee Feinberg-Charleston

5. Rob Fisher-Ripley 

6. Michael Foster-Charleston                                                   

7. The Honorable John Frazier-Princeton                                                                      

8. The Honorable John Hatcher-Fayetteville
9. The Honorable Sally Jackson-Martinsburg                                                      

10. Jessica Justice-Morgantown                                                  

11. Pat Kelly-Charleston                                                         

12. Steve LaCagnin-Morgantown                                                                          

13.  Don O’Dell-Huntington                               

14. Sharon Potter-Wheeling                                                                                     

15. Harry “Chip” Shaffer-Madison                                                         
16. The Honorable Robert Stone-Morgantown                                                

17. Charlene Vaughan-Charleston                                                       

18. Douglas Witten-Logan

President Rohrbaugh gave a report on the activities of the Strategic Planning Committee. The Committee had met just prior to the Board meeting and had agreed to recommend the following activities for the Board’s consideration:
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Lunch and Laughs with a Legal Legacy-

This event is planned for Friday, October 21, 2011 in Morgantown. WVU President Emeritus and Law School Professor David Hardesty will be asked to be the Legacy. Sponsorships would be solicited and a portion of the proceeds would be designated to the honoree’s preferred charitable organization.


Endowment Campaign-

Once the real estate agreement has been accomplished and action has been taken on the commercial loan, then a multi-year endowment campaign could be initiated with the proceeds from the endowment being a source for grant funds.


Membership Campaign-



Consider using a direct mailing to WV lawyers for annual and lifetime memberships.


President Rohrbaugh requested the Nominating Committee report which was given by Vice President Long. The nominations for three year terms on the Board of Directors, ending in 2014, were:



Michael Aloi-Fairmont-Second term



Dean Joyce McConnell-Morgantown-Second Term



Tracey Weber-Weston-Second Term



Kathy Santa Barbara-Martinsburg-First Term



David Webb-Keyser-First Term


The nominations for the Officers to serve during the 2011-12 fiscal year were:



President- Joe Long-Bluefield



Vice President -Steve Nord-Huntington



Secretary/Treasurer-Tracey Weber-Weston


A motion was duly made, seconded and passed that these nominations be approved. They will be presented during the June 9 Board meeting and Membership meeting.




The next item on the agenda was the Executive Director’s Report. Mr. Tinder stated that the Retirement Reception for Connie Blessing, who had provided staff assistance to the Bar Foundation for nineteen years, had been jointly sponsored by the Bar Foundation and the Lawyer Disciplinary Board, had been very successful and that the Bar Foundation’s approved portion of the expenses had been $260. He also mentioned that the WV Association of Counties premiere showing of “A Living Monument-The West Virginia County Courthouse” would be held on March 14 at the State Capitol Complex Culture Center. The Bar Foundation has provided grant funding for this educational endeavor.
President Rohrbaugh announced that the next meeting of the Board of Directors would be held at 12:00 Noon on June 9, 2011 and be done by video conferencing at Bowles, Rice, McDavid, Graff and Love law offices in Charleston, Morgantown, Parkersburg and Martinsburg.
 There being no further business to transact, the meeting was adjourned.

